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Ehe Washington Post

Energy and Environment

More than 70 percent of Japan’s largest coral reef has
died

(Washington Post, Jan 13, 2017)

¢

By Chelsea Harvey

S L e e T T M N A

An underwater photo shows bleached coral in Sekisei Lagoon in Okinawa on Aug. 31, 2016. (Yomiuri Shimbun via AP)

Japan’s largest coral reef system has become the latest casualty in a long series of coral bleaching
events around the world. More than 9o percent of coral in the Sekisei Lagoon, located in the
Okinawa prefecture, has bleached, according to a new survey just released by Japan’s Ministry of the

Environment. And a whopping 70 percent of the reef has died.
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